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ful or essential to our happiness? 
No, in what manner events are dis- 
posed, we should not be solicitous to 
understand; for man would be miser- 
able and unhappy, if he had this 
foreknowledge, and would pass his 
time in continual alarm and dread, 
and his mind, instead of being the 
seat of peace, would become an in- 
tolerable source of trouble. 

How happy is the mind in which 
the belief of an Almighty Being dis- 
pels the phantoms of superstition, 
in which there dwells no fear but 
the fear of doing wrong ! Then the 
mind, freed from all direful presa- 
ges, will never be the victim of sor- 
row before its approach, nor anti- 
cipate the relish of happiness before 
it actually arrives. 

Qcintus Qorz. 
Doran's-Rock, 
near Sam/field, Sept. .10th, 1812. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

X. TO H. 

«' Non equitem dorso, non frsenum de- 
pulit ore." 

V PRESENTS his thanks to H. 
"^ for his compliment, without 
feeling much affected by his cen- 
sure. Literary men (and both X. 
and H. are certainly men of let- 
ters) have always been prone to 
praise, or to abuse one another ; 
and in both cases, probably to serve 
the purposes of that little secret 
idol, self ; at one time beprais- 
ing, in order to gain by the traf- 
fic of compliment; and, at another, 
bespattering, to bring their own 
merits into brighter relief, by the 
dark shade of obloquy cast upon 
others. If the spirit may be col- 
lected from the letter, H in his 
whole" figure, is a capital indication 
that the writer, whoever he may be, 
has placed his foot -on the first step 
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of the- leaning ladder of Presbyteri- 
an promotion : the first round in the 
pseudo-establishment, the first flight 
in that back stair-case, lately con- 
structed, which leads circuitously to 
the cabinet of state. 

X. wishes to pay A compliment; 
with the utmost sincerity. He thinks 
the letter addressed to him displays 
the marks of an amiable and in- 
genuous mind, afflicted, at times, 
with some conscientious writhings, 
and occasionally labouring, as we 
may suppose, under the incumben- 
cy of Royal bounty, much as a man 
does, after a palatable feast; under 
the night-mare : most willing, but 
most unable to shake off the onerous 
incubus of obligation. Or, to as- 
cend in allusion, he appears to me, 
like one of these good spirits, who, 
in Milton's battle of the angels, has 
been overwhelmed under the weight 
of a mountain cast over him by 
malignant influence, and after many 
a dolorous groati, and a long strug- 
gling underneath, has been but late- 
ly enabled (though a spirit of pur- 
est light,) to wind out of stich pri- 
son ; and is now just beginning to 
brush up his Presbyterian plumage, 
rejoicing in the success of his eva- 
sion. 

I should not indeed much wonder 
if this honest and honourable spirit 
had been himself an Abdiel, in the 
business of Royal Bounty, although 
now he stands, like the letter H, 
as a cross bar in the alliance of 
church and state/ not to shake these 
pillars, but to sustain them. "Nor 
numbers nor example with him. 
wrought to swerve from truth, or 
change his constant mind, though 
single;" but, at length, he too bl- 
coaies entangled in the meshes of 
ecclesiastical authority. The " Es- 
prit de corps" (by which I under- 
stand a corporeal or corporation spi- 
rit.) takes possession of the whole 
man j or, what is the same thinff, 
«1 
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the*tnan is, in all senses, possessed 
with that spirit, which at length, 
lodges itself in, and disturbs the 
sanctuary of a pure and quiet con- 
science. 

O I it is wonderful how the ho- 
nourable and characteristic individu- 
ality of a man is melted down in the 
crucible of these spiritual corpora- 
tions ! How he resigns his personal 
identity ! How the heart, " limpido 
e bianco," as the Spaniards call it, 
is stained and polluted by the turbid 
admixture of professional infusions, 
when every little Presbyterian par- 
son says,/' 1 am the church \" and 
l.shall guard this mysterious perso- 
nification by certain " laws of the 
church," driven like stakes round an 
empalernent, to prevent the en- 
trance of the untutored laity ! But 
the truth is, that neither your 
" church," nor ''the laws of your 
church," now parasitical to the es- 
tablishment, are to be deemed co- 
extensive with the great and uni- 
versal law of liberty; and in mat- 
ters so intimately connected as reli- 
gious and civil freedom, no distinc- 
tion ought now, nor ought ever to 
have been made, between cleric and 
laic, between pastor and people. 

Let pastors maintain internal dis- 
cipline and rule of order, which in- 
deed is itself most intimately con- 
nected with a mutual dependence 
between them and the people ; but 
as to doftfiwi and the fundamental 
constitution of this popular church, 
they are to be judged and determin- 
ed in the last -resort, by the congre- 
gation of the Faithful. The meanest 
of that congregation has his duty 
to perform, as well as the highest 
dignitaries of Presbyterian classifica- 
tion.* He has a right to remon- 
strate against the overthrow of a 



* "And ride us with* a clastic hier 
awchy." — Mntoi*. 



mutual dependence between pastor* 
aud people ; against the comprehen- 
sion and state endowment of a popu- 
lar church ; against the easy incli- 
nation of mind to any side at the 
will of the power that holds the 
scales, which must take place tin- 
der an equipoise of emolument from 
such different source*} against the 
utter extinction of Presbyterian pa- 
rity ; against the surrender of re- 
ligious liberty itself, when political 
liberty is enervated by mercenary 
obligation. 

In fact, the inalienable right of 
private judgment, and the inflexible 
resistance to spiritual authority, the 
great pillars of Presbyterianism, are 
undermined by any superinduced 
habit or worldly necessity of truck- 
ling to temporal authority ; or frorn 
circumstance and situation, conceal- 
ing the manly 'and characteristic 
manifestation of political sentiment. 
Such has been the honourable dis* 
tinction of the Protestant Dissenting 
clergy, when they- held the head 
hi^h in company and conversation ; 
(that silvered , bead which, like an 
illuminated Pharos, guided those who 
wandered in the tide of the times) 
and when, in their public address- 
ses, as well as their private inter- 
course, "they owned and maintain- 
ed the justice and necessity of the 
late happy revolution, and their 
steady and onshakeable adherence 
to those -principles that placed the 
House of Hanover on the throne 
of these kingdoms." 

*ft was for this attachment, *' in 
season and out of season," to such 
principles, this loyalty to liberty, 
civil and religious, (truly insepar- 
able in their nature) that the Pres- 
byterian clergy received*** time* 
a Royal honorarium, by.hiitewJs to 
be understood In its meanrngror ef- 
fect, the same as an endmement, 
which estranges them, jn great pro- 
portion, from the people. Such do. 
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nations were merely mortals of merit, 
without the smallest conception of 
enrolling them as.supendiaries of the 
state. Religious and civil liberty 
are bound up together ; and should 
it ever happen that our religious 
liberties be endangered, it will per- 
haps be in vain to look out for 
the heroic resistance of the first 
reformers in the habituated hier- 
archy of the Presbyterian " fisher- 
men." 

I happen (curiously enough) to 
be, at this instant, seated under a 
portrait of John Knox, the Luther 
of Scotland ; and I shall run the 
hazard of reading to him an extract 
from H.'s letter. "The Covenan 
ters, with John Knox at their head, 
solicited again and again, and ac- 
tually enjoyed a Royal Bounty from 
Mary, Queen of Kcots." — By tny 
life I the picture shakes in its frame : 
it seems to lift up a little the dead 
hand, while the thunder gathering 
on his sable brows, is, at length, 
dispelled by a sooty, sarcastic smile, 
which seems to say, ■•' In what, buke 
did this cheel luik for sic a pack 
o' trash ?"* 

Had the Catholic clergy been in 
the accustomed receipt of a large 
government stipend, would they at 
this time, or could they have added 
their weight to the Catholic cause, 
in respect to general emancipation ? 
JL is not a Catholic, (nor yet a cro- 
codile,) though he feds to the bot- 
tom of bis heart lor his Catholic 
countrymen, and will nfcver cease 
to honour the apostolic spirit which 
dictated to their clergy the following 
Resolution, so contrasted with the 



* Knox never acted the petitioner to 
Queen Mary of Scotland, He would as 
soon have applied to the English Mary. 
The Covenanters were not in existence 
during the life of Knox; nor was the 
Covenant entered into till, I believe, 2Q 
years after his death. 



negociations of Protestant Dissent- 
ers. " Resolved, That we neither 
seek nor desire any other earthly 
consideration for our spiritual mi- 
nistry to our respective (locks, save 
what they may, from a sense of re- 
ligion and duty, voluntarily afford 
».-.." It is a declaration ot this kind 
that identifies them with their peo- 
ple, and preserves both their spiri- 
tual influence and their temporal 
interests, A man decently support- 
ed by the voluntary contribution of 
an independent society, to examine 
the truths of religion and morality, 
and to speak his thoughts on all oc- 
casions with unbounded freedom, is 
of the first order in society, and will 
not rashly and unadvisedly dispose 
of his natural and acquired influence 
in the state. The Catholic laity have 
solemnly declared, " That as Irish- 
men and as Catholics we never can 
consent to any dominion or controut 
whatsoever over the appointment of 
our prelates, on the part of the 
crown, or of the servants of the- 
crown." 

Whether the veto, thus so nobly 
renounced by the Catholics of Ire- 
land, clergy and laity, be not es- 
tablished in the Presbyterian church 
by the regulation that every ordain- 
ed minister must be reported to the 
castle, and therefore be subjected to 
the licence of government, it is for 
H. to judge, who himself alludes 
to the intrusive "orders of the Lord 
Lieutenant," in the constitution of 
the Synod ; but I am sure he weii 
knows, (as I suppose hira better read 
in church than civil history,) that it 
is nothing hut the alliance of the 
kingdom of Christ with the king- 
doms of this world, an alliance. 
which Christ himself expressly dis- 
claimed, that has supported, and 
continues to support the grossest 
corruptions of Christianity, as well 
as the lowest degradation of politi- 
cal servitude. 
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H. will judge, in the impar- 
tiality of a sound head and single- 
ness of heart, whether the decline 
of the Presbyterian church in the 
Worth of Ireland must not be accele- 
rated by losing their customary hold 
jn the affections of the people; by 
the junction of secular power with 
spiritual authority ; by an influence 
which (whether the provision be 
for life, or during good behaviour) 
must have a deadening effect upon 
the human mind, most inconsistent 
with the animation and alacrity of 
free inquiry in religion and politics; 
by the introduction or intrusion, into 
the church representation, of govern- 
ment agents, or (which is much the 
same thing) of great men's agents, 
ruling, or rather ivied elders, act- 
ing in reality as a " corps de re- 
serve" on such momentous occa- 
sions, and on other occasions, very 
fairly representing that apathy in 
the public, which I am ready to ac- 
knowledge ; which is, however, in 
no small part to be attributed to a 
weakened connexion of pastors and 
people, and which perhaps stands 
in need of a little persecution, that 
might, raise the sodden community 
by the leaven of liberty, and en- 
force the necessity of a general 
and a just delegation of lay Pres- 
byters, not overlaid by their cleri- 
cal bretbern, but prepared for the 
resumption and discharge of their 
derelict duties and their co-ordinate 
functions. 

The history of the Eegium Do- 
imm, and of its late inordinate aug. 
mentation, will form an interesting 
chapter in the fateful history of Ire- 
land, and its annihilation as an in- 
dependent state. The character of 
the transaction is not to be dispatch- 
ed by a few random strokes of a 
fugitive periodical pen. In the por- 
traiture of modern Presbyterianism, 
religions and political, he who will 
give its features to the life, must 



depict the bent and disposition of 
the times, the great ministerial ob- 
jects to be accomplished by artifice 
or by force, the character of the 
primary and secondary agents in all 
their descending subordination, the 
ostensible and the secret negotia- 
tions, the various pretexts of c!ei> 
cal and lay Presbyters, the different 
commissions, and arrangements, and 
plans, which have terminated in this 
supplemental establishment, so con- 
trasted with the behaviour of our 
Catholic countrymen, and which 
stands such a subject of astonish- 
ment to the whole of our English 
brethren. 

H. says ''be is ready to strike 
hands with me in contributing his 
humble mite in arousing the spirit 
of independence ;" and appears to 
hint, in his conclusion, that the 
laity may, even at this time, be suc- 
cessfully instrumental in the rejec- 
tion of the Royal Bounty. I gladly 
seize the hint, and will also proffer 
my " munuscu'tim"to the ransom of 
the Presbyterian church, and the 
redemption of its independence. 
Although my expenditure be equal 
to my income, I shall endeavour t? 
abridge the former by every allow- 
able mean'!, and hereby willingly 
otfer ,£.50 per annum towards the 
formation of a fund which may be 
entitled, " Premium Populare," for 
the sole purpose of superceding and 
extinguishing the " Regium Donom.'* 

X. 
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